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The use of songs to improve student’s fluency is not only for pleasant study but also for 
enriching their vocabulary. This research paper is to investigate song effectivity as 
teaching media to improve university students’ fluency. To answer the research question, 
this study used the pertinence of classroom observations, by using songs and 
documents. The result results indicate that songs are effective to improve students’ 
pronunciation. 
 




In learning English, the students should master two main aspects: language skills and 
language components. Language skills consist of listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing, and language components consist of vocabulary, structure, and pronunciation. 
Maru, Nur, and Lengkoan (2020) stated that teachers must encourage students to 
communicate in the target language both spoken and written. However, it is 
pronunciation most non-native students, such as Indonesian students, face challenges. 
 
In addition to a completely different pronunciation, English phonemes do not occur in 
Indonesian or their local language. In Indonesian pronunciation, one letter is represented 
by one sound, for example, “aku” (a/-k/-u). It is much different from the English “than” 
(ðən). Amirian & Bazrafshan argued that cultural identity affects pronunciation learning. 
They found it holds a secondary identity and readiness to learn a foreign language and 
affects learning foreign language pronunciation among Iranian EFL students.  
 
Indonesian students at English Education Department frequently mispronounce and 
misunderstand “three” and “tree”. Bai & Yuan (2018) stated that possessing native 
English accents may be perceived as sufficient to qualify teachers to teach 
pronunciation. Several other studies have been conducted on English pronunciation 
(e.g., Yan, Lin & Liu, 2018; Mompean & Fouz-González,  2016).  
 
This research paper aims to investigate song effectivity as learning media to improve 
students’ pronunciation. In addition to vocabulary development, it provides a fun and 
enjoyable learning atmosphere for students. Besides that, singing songs allows them to 
pronounce the words as well understand the meaning of the songs. On this basis, the 
formulated research question is: How songs as learning media could improve students’ 




Pronunciation is an important aspect yet neglected in second language acquisition, both 
in pedagogy and research (Derwing, Diepenbroek, & Foote, 2012). Pronunciation is the 
act of giving the true sounds of letters in words, and the true accents and quantity of 
syllables (Parmawati, 2018). It deals with one's ability to understand the sound system 
its impact on the meaning or significance within the context of the language. In English, 
different sounds bring different meanings. On the other hand, language skills include not 
only writing skills but also speaking skills, nonetheless, people most frequently 
communicate with verbal languages. This calls for an effective solution to improve our 
education system.  
 
The discrepancies in the research results occur due to the different concepts between 
the language learned in the mother language, either Indonesian language or respective 
local languages. Hornby (1995:670) suggested three meanings of pronunciation. First, it 
is how a language is spoken. Second, it is the way a person speaks in a language, or 
words in a language. Third, it is the way a word is pronounced.  
 
Most Indonesia students have difficulty in pronouncing [θ, δ, ∫, ʒ, t∫, ə, ɪ, ː, ʌ, ɜ] since 
these sounds are not found in Indonesian (Rustipa, 2003). Table 1 below presents those 
sounds with the examples. Students should be able to distinguish the different 
pronunciations between English and Indonesian. This research is to investigate song 
effectivity as teaching media to improve university students’ fluency. 
 
Table 1. Pronunciation Symbols and Examples 
 












To deal with such problems, songs are the alternative for the teaching media. A good 
song always highlights the rhythm and important words and as the students listen to 
those words, it deeply influences students’ memorization as it is played. It creates more 
natural, easier, and successful communication (Jahan, 2017). 
 
When a song is played, the listeners will not only listen to the lyrics but also the melody. 
They enjoy the harmony, expression, and rhythm. A song is a unity of some musical 
elements (Jamalus, 1988, p. 7). The elements are divided into two categories: main 
elements and expression elements (Jamalus, 1988: 7). The main elements consist of 
rhythm, melody, harmony, and lyrics. Rhythm is the movement stretch of the sounds. As 
the base element in music, it deals with how to sound a word, which letters to read long 
and short, and where to pause. Rhythm is how to take a step in the music. Melody is the 
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arrangement of stretch sound. It is the unity of two or more tones with different levels 
played together. Lyrics is can be said as musical sentences.   
 
The expression elements are about the way musicians express their mind and feeling 
into tempo, dynamic, and voice color. All the elements above are needed when someone 
creates a song. 
 
Teaching English requires some sort of gradation, presentation, and repetition. We 
proposed songs as media in the teaching and learning process.  Effective and various 
strategies may lead to students’ enthusiasm (Fajriyah, Wardoyo, & Putri). It is believed 
that English songs can make students become active and interested. This encourages 
them to practice listening (Solihat, 2014) as well as improve their pronunciation.  
 
As for what songs to use, the students could bring their own favorite songs, or the 
teachers may prepare the songs according to the topic and subject (Harmer, 2000, p. 
243). To gain the best results, This study considers some aspects to choose the songs. 
They are: 
1. The duration of the songs should be less than 20 minutes (20 minutes/four songs), 
2. The singers have good English pronunciation, 
3. The songs are popular suit the teenager’s taste, and  
4. The songs should present moral value. 
 
We took four songs related to the topic. Based on the curriculum 2013, the themes 
suggested for the first grade are self-identity, family, school life, profession, things around 
us, shopping, and hobbies. The learning objective is that students can communicate in 
written or spoken language to solve their daily problems. For this research, the writer 
chose songs about family, profession, and hobby. Thus, One Direction’s “Up All Night” 
album is appropriate for them. The fifteen songs within the album are not too childish 




This research used a qualitative research methodology. According to Bryman (2016), 
qualitative research usually emphasizes words rather than numbers during the collection 
and data analysis period, and mainly uses an inductive approach with emphasis on how 
the research subjects interpret the world around them. 
 
To collect the information needed to answer the research question, this study used a 
questionnaire, classroom observations, students’ documents, and a semi-structured 
interview. Foremost, the researcher distributed questionnaires to recognize students’ 
pronunciation background and their interests. Second, the researcher collected students’ 
documents and observed the students’ pronunciation during the lessons. Lastly, the 
researcher conducted an interview to analyze students’ final reflections about the whole 
achievement of the research. 
 
The results were then described based on the Assessment Pronunciation Rubric of 








Table 2. Assessment Pronunciation Rubric 
 
Very good  
(The pronunciation and intonation are almost always highly clear/accurate) 
Good 
(The pronunciation and intonation are usually clear/accurate with a few problems) 
Fairly Good 
(The pronunciation and intonation errors are sometimes difficult to understand) 
Poor 
(Frequent problems with pronunciation and intonation) 
 
The population of this research was students of the third semester of the English 
Education Department of Manado State University with 40 students randomly selected 
as the samples. Population is a geographic generalization in which the object/subject 
has the quality and certain characteristics set by the researchers to learn and draw the 
conclusion (Sugiyono, 2010). Samples are the representatives of a population (Arikunto, 
2006).  
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
Pronunciation is one important component of the English language for students to learn. 
English songs sung by native English bring significant improvement of students’ 
pronunciation as the data below highlights the error frequency differences between pre-
treatment and post-treatment. 
 
Table 3. The pronunciation Frequency Before Treatment of “Think About You” 
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Table 3 shows 44 words the students pronounced with “very good” pronunciation, 11 
words with “good” pronunciation, 20 words with “fairly good” pronunciation, and 33 words 
with “poor” pronunciation. 
 
Table 4. The Pronunciation Frequency Before Treatment of “They Don't Know 
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Table 2 shows 59 words students pronounced with “very good” pronunciation, 23 words 
with “fairly good” pronunciation, and 29 words with “poor” pronunciation. 
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Table 5 shows 57 words that students pronounced with “very good” pronunciation, 2 
words with “good” pronunciation, 11 words with “fairly good” pronunciation, and 19 words 
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Table 6 shows 70 words that students pronounced with “very good” pronunciation, 2 
words with “good” pronunciation, 8 words with “fairly good” pronunciation, and 16 words 
with “poor” pronunciation. 
 















































































    








    









    
Guarde
d 











    
















































































    




5 students coming 



























    











    



















































    
Though
t 















































    
























    














    





















    









    
 
Table 7 shows 48 words that students pronounced with “very good” pronunciation, 3 
words with “good” pronunciation, 13 words with “fairly good” pronunciation, and 12 words 
with “poor” pronunciation. 
 
Subsequently, the researcher played the songs for the students five times. They listen 
carefully to the songs and reproduced each word several times until they could 
pronounce them correctly. Table 8–12 below summarize the findings.  
 
Table 8. The pronunciation Frequency After Treatment of “Think About You” (Kygo 
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Table 8 shows 63 words that students pronounced with “very good” pronunciation, 16 
words with “good” pronunciation, 5 words with “fairly good” pronunciation, and 4 words 
with “poor” pronunciation. 
 
Table 9. The Pronunciation Frequency After the Treatment  of “They Don’t Know 
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Table 7 shows there were 71 words that students pronounced with “very good” 
pronunciation, 6 words with “good” pronunciation, 4 words with “fairly good” 
pronunciation, and 3 words with “poor” pronunciation. 
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Table 10 shows 71 words that students pronounced with “very good” pronunciation, 5 
words with “good” pronunciation, 4 words with “fairly good” pronunciation, and 5 words 
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Table 11 shows 80 words that students pronounced with “very good” pronunciation, 3 
words with “good” pronunciation, 3 words with “fairly good” pronunciation, and 2 words 
with “poor” pronunciation. 
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Table 12 shows 61 words that students pronounced with “very good” pronunciation, 5 
words with “good” pronunciation, 2 words with “fairly good” pronunciation, and 2 words 
with “poor” pronunciation. 
 
Even though not all students’ fluency improved, the data in Table 8 to Table 12 indicated 
that the use of songs to improve students’ pronunciation fluency is effective. While 
listening to the songs, the students practiced pronouncing them. This is to minimalize 
mispronunciations. The improvement is evident as their pronunciation improves from 
poor to fairly good, fairly good to good, and from good to very good. Since we know that 





After analyzing the findings, this study concludes that the use of songs as teaching media 
to improve students’ pronunciation is effective where the comparison between before-
after treatment highlights students’ fluency improvement. This suggests teachers 
creatively used any teaching media, such as songs as it is nothing new to use songs for 
classroom activities. They could modify what kinds of songs to play in the classroom. 
Also, students might utilize songs to improve their English skills and components not 
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